
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 13 April 2011] 

 p2951a-2951a 
Mr Terry Redman 

 [1] 

REPAY WA SCHEME 

Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Corrective Services) [12.12 pm]: I inform the 
house of an exciting new trial project taking place as part of the Repay WA scheme. The project, which was 
announced by the Minister for Energy in Bunbury last week, involves offenders on community-based orders 
coating power poles in high fire risk areas with a special fire-retardant paint. The aim is to reduce the effect of 
bushfires on the state’s electricity network. The special paint protects power poles against low-intensity fires and 
prevents a wood pole from smouldering for a prolonged period. New power poles are already coated with this 
special paint before they are placed in the field, but through this project Western Power is investigating whether 
it is viable to coat poles that are already in place and in high-risk areas. 

Hand painting the poles once they have been installed is expensive and under normal circumstances would be 
too costly, which is why we are looking at the option of using community-based offenders. Western Power will 
provide basic training and the opportunity for community-based offenders to learn a new skill, and in return the 
corporation will have access to no-cost labour. The trial will involve two community-based offenders over a 
three-week period, but, if successful, it can be expanded to include many more people over a much wider area. 

This trial is another example of the innovative ways in which communities can benefit from the work of Repay 
WA crews. About 144 000 hours of community work were completed last financial year, which equates to about 
$2.3 million worth of labour. Not only are 400 community projects across the state getting valuable labour 
through Repay WA, but offenders are also getting the opportunity to develop new skills and, hopefully, a sense 
of pride and achievement from their efforts. 
 


